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Say CIA 

Behind 

Orders 

By Sandra Peddle 
and Brian Donovan 

Newsday Staff Correspondent* 

San Joaa, Costa Rica — Two former 
contra leaders have accused lfa> CIA of 
ordering a gruesome cover-up Scheme 
that some Costa Ricans aay apparently 
concealed several American deaths in 
the contra war. 

The incident involves the crash three 
years ago of a U.S. government-owned 
cargo plane during a covert mission to 
supply a contra army operating in 
northern Coats Rica. All seven men 
aboard were apparently killed. 

In interviews with Newsday, the for- 
mer commander of that army . Eden 
hi* top lieutenant, Carol 
"Prado, said that Central Intelligence 
Agency officials directed them to muti- 
late the co r pses of the crash victims. 

The CIA’s orders, they said, included 
removing the jawbones and teieth of the 
dead men. "It was inhumane," said Pas- 
tors, who would not discuss the matter 
in detail. 

He and Prado, however, did identify 
two CIA officials then stationed here — 
including the CIA station chief — who 
they said gave their group the order to 
mutilate the bodies. 

Costs Rican authorities say that Pas- 
tore's guerrillas were the first to reach 
the wreckage of the DC-3, which 
crashed March 34, 1934, in the jungle a 
few miles from the Nicaraguan border. 
According to Costa Rican officials, the 


Cover-Up 


Continued from Plage 5 

bodies ware taken out of the plane and 

burned, some of them twice. 

Moat other physical evidence had 
been removed or dsstioyad by the time 
Coots Rican investigators arrived, and 
soma b odies were rem ove d from the 
crash scene by an unid e ntifi e d belioop- 
ter, witnesses told Costa Rican polios 
investigators. 

The statements by Pastors and 
Prado — combined with now informa- 
tion from Angel Rdmundo Solano, 
Costa Rica’s security minister at dm 
time of the crash — re p res en t the 
strongest indication to data that 
American deaths tat the Nicaraguan 
war have bean covered up by the U.S. 
government. 

U k comment, CIA 
g st 



is net the 


the 


wav we do mtrJeb ." 

A Newsday* investigation of 
crash found that: 

• Villagers who went to the crash 
•cans told Costa Rican government in- 
vestigators they caw bodice of men 
who looked like Americana before the 
burning took plane, according to So- 
lano. who waa hcddlng the inquiry at 
tha tints. Thuy said there were North 
Americana on tha plana,* Solano said. 

• One of tbs fcw pieces of physical 


guerrillas, investigators 
a child’s loth 


fragments of a < 

— written tat English. Tha latter, thay 
•aid, i nc h idad part of a name, "Hen- 
rik.” 

• A socialist member of Coata Ri- 
ca's* 


_ told the 
at the time that his 
■aid at least one Amari- 


_L_ 


• An American freelance journalist 
t Costa Rica. Myth- Hfotag. said 



ft Costa Rica. 

G dmngTtw^ told her in 

confidence that Americana had died la * 

tha crash. Congressional investigators * 
have identified Vidal, who muld not 
ba rea ch ed for as a CIA op- 
erative. i 

Solano loft tha security minister^ 
post a fow months after tha crash. ' 

— , aa Com 


considers tha inade quate invaat laa- . 
tion of tht inddtni. 

The hunting of tha comae and da- 
i rintetion of other evidence before his 
investigators reached tha acana mads 
to doforarina who died. 

Nevertheless, there ware unoon-l 
tinned reports in Costa Rica at tha 
onto that Americana may havo dug 

La ftaoM Uhra/titenalnqpaparVhMa 

^•Portore wore the first journaliata to 

find the crash sits, reported th at oovoa 

Coata Sam 

Jftth# time that aa investigative n. * 

' tZHJt **** inc *dent waa being pr*. ‘ 
pared, but it 
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the plane • P 1 .Tl - M^wpitn mar- 
R*rx»to TU wooth* 
hod to on A***"3i» time." P»do 
ClA’i chief P^ ^^f ^hod t ■ophiti- 
»aid. Ho ooid thepjan* tut It 
cud air We bo- 

croohed ^«**^£eka * 

lie* it w ***J?Safa cidClA official* 
P^dow^JTSSSing with the 
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country" laodoro declined 

fo T^.Su!uonwh.t hod 
to pc «»y aid not know 
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*“ I M * lfU «™ad in^u interview that 

bcnuaodindm*doal*. 
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